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his search, and suddenly Lalla reappeared from the oven clad
In the green garments of Paradise.
The above stories will give some idea of the legends that
cluster round the name of Lalla. All that we can affirm with
some assurance is that she certainly existed, and that she
probably lived in the fourteenth century of our era, being
a contemporary of Sayyid "All Hamadanl at the time of his
visit to Kashmir. We know from her own versesl that she
was in the habit of wandering about in a semi-nude state,
dancing and singing in ecstatic frenzy as did the Hebrew
nabi's of old and the more modern Dervishes.
No authentic manuscript of her compositions has come
down to us. Collections made by private individuals have
occasionally been put together,2 but none is complete, and
no two agree in contents or text. While there is thus a
complete dearth of ordinary manuscripts, there are, on the
other hand, sources from which an approximately correct text
can be secured.
The ancient Indian system by which literature is recorded
not on paper but on the memory, and carried down from
generation to generation of teachers and pupils, is still in
complete survival in Kashmir. Such fleshy tables, of the
heart are often more trustworthy than birch-bark or paper
manuscripts. The reciters, even when learned Pandits, take
every care to deliver the messages word for word as they have
received them, whether they understand them or not. In
such cases we not infrequently come across words of which the
meaning given is purely traditional or is even lost- A typical
instance of this has occurred in the experience of Sir George
Grierson. In the summer of 1896 Sir Aurel Stein took down
in writing from the mouth of a professional story-teller a
collection 'o£ folk-tales, which he subsequently made over to
Sir George^for editing and translation. In the course of
dictation, the narrator, according to custom, conscientiously
reproduced words of which he did not know the sense* They
1	Nos. 77 an4 94.
2	See, for imtanca, p. H of ttie late Professor BmKLer's Detailed
of a £Wr in S&arch of Sanskrit MBS. made, in JTa&ntr, <5fc.
, 1877), vhwe turjo of tfeese collections are mentioned.

